1 Peter 3:15

"But sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being
ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an
account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and
reverence..”

James 5:20

“Let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his
way will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of
sins.”

Jude 22-23

“And have mercy on some, who are doubting; save others,
snatching them out of the fire; and on some who have mercy
with fear..”
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Introduction

Prayer (Colossians 4:2-3)

We learn about how powerful a tool prayer is in reaching the
lost. Anyone can pray. We are praying for those we want to
see come to Christ by writing their name intentionally on the

doors in the sanctuary.

Dare (Colossians 4:3-4)

We learn that our own fear can discourage us from sharing
our faith. Only courage and boldness will move us forward.
We learned how to transition from being cowardly to being
courageous for the Gospel. Not being willing to share the
Gospel is the same as being ashamed of God or of His Word.
We must intentionally dare ourselves to get to know people
and make the most of opportunities to share the Gospel.

Care (Colossians 4:5)

We focused on showing God's Love - Caring for those in
our lives and in our community by meeting real needs. That
they might see us clothed in God'’s love and see God's Love
demonstrated through our actions.

Share (Colossians 4:6)

This publication is designed to equip you with the tools you
will need to share the Gospel with those around you.
“Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an atti-
tude of thanksgiving; praying at the same time for us as well,
that God will open up to us a door for the word, so that we
may speak forth the mystery of Christ, for which | have also
been imprisoned; that | may make it clear in the way | ought
to speak. Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward outsiders,
making the most of the opportunity. Let your speech always
be with grace, as though seasoned with salt, so that you will
know how you should respond to each person.” - Colossians
4:2-6

The Morality Ladder

4. EXPLAIN

The truth - God has already drawn the line and it's at the very
top, it's perfection. God says if you are going to earn your way
into heaven by being a good person, you have to be perfect.
Now there is a gap between perfect and where you ranked
Billy Graham and Mother Theresa. There is a gap between
you and perfection. There is a gap between good enough to
earn your way into heaven, and where you are. How are you
going to overcome the gap? Try harder? Go to church more?
Quit cussing? Be a better person? That only leads to frustra-
tion. We all stumble and we all fall.

The only solution is Jesus Christ. Jesus came to this earth, He
died on the cross to cover your gap, and it doesn't matter if
you are up here and your gap is smaller, or you are down here
and you have a tremendous gap. Jesus died to cover that

gap so that you can have eternity in heaven with God.
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The Morality Ladder

1. PRESENT

“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God...”- Romans 3:23

“being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which
is in Christ Jesus” - Romans 3:24

2. EXPLAIN

In our minds, we all have a ladder. It's a morality ladder by
which we judge other people. Everyone we know, we sub-
consciously or consciously put them on the morality ladder.
If they are a good person we put them “here”, near the top.
If they are a bad person, we put them here near the bottom,
and we judge them.

Most people view eternity or getting into heaven the same
way. If we are high enough up on the morality ladder, we get

into heaven. If we are too low, we don’t get into heaven.

3. ASK

+ What kinds of people, without saying names, would you have
at the bottom of the ladder? (Murderers, rapists, robbers, and
child molesters.)

+ What kinds of people would you put near the top of the ladder?
The best people in the world? (Billy Graham, Mother Theresa,
Evangelists, Missionaries.)

* What about the person sitting next to you? Where would you
put them? In the middle?

* Where do you put yourself on the morality ladder?

80% of Americans believe that they are pretty good and they
are good enough to get into heaven. Most people would say -
I'll put myself here in the upper middle.

Here's the big question:

If this is a morality ladder, where do you draw the line be-
tween heaven and hell? Where is your line for who goes to
heaven and who goes to hell?

The Roman Road

Romans 3:23
“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”
+ We all need salvation.

Romans 5:8
“But God demonstrates His own love toward us,
in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”
+ God didn't tell us to clean up our act first, He sacrificed His Son to
save us.

Romans 6:23
“For the wages of sin is death,
but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
+ Wages are something you earn. A gift is something you must
receive.

Romans10:9-10

“That if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe
in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be
saved; for with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteous-
ness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation.”
+ This is how we receive God'’s gift.

Romans10:13
"For ‘Whoever will call on the name of the Lord will be saved.”
+ This means anyone!

Romans 14:12
“So then each one of us will give an account of himself to God.”
+ We all need to be ready to stand before God.

Romans 4:7-8

“Blessed are those whose lawless deeds have been forgiven,
and whose sins have been covered. Blessed is the man whose
sin the Lord will not take into account.”
+ God will cleanse you from all past sins. When God Forgives, He forgets.
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The Three D’s

1. Develop Relationships

Make friends with unsaved people on a regular basis, without a
specific agenda. Getting to know people in a genuine way will
allow you the opportunity to show them through your actions and
words what a Christ follower is like. It will also allow the opportunity
for you to understand their needs.

2. Discover Stories

First, listen to their stories. Understand their struggles, their pain,
their needs. Next, at some point, you will be able to share your story
and how your faith made a difference for you.

A.How To Share Your Story:
i. My life before Christ ii. How | came to know Jesus
iii. Me life since becoming a Christ-follower
B. When Sharing Your Story:
i. Keep it brief ii. Keep it clear iii. Keep it simple iv. Keep it humble

Lastly, share God’s story of how Christ forgives and redeems us at
the cross

3. Determine Next Steps
A. Prayerfully follow where the spirit leads.

Have the right resources at the right time. Be a resource
provider. A resource provider is not an Answer Man wannabe,
or a Salvationist for wayward types, but a humble person
looking to help point people toward God.

C. The "Be with” factor - spend time with them. They will be in it
for the long haul. Spending time with people is the only way
you will know what resources to provide. When they trust you
to be there, they are more likely to allow you to suggest a
resource to aid their spiritual growth.

D. “Just show up” - If you feel that you just don't have the op-
portunities to develop friendships with new people, or the
conversations are going nowhere, sometimes you just need
to shake it up a bit. Step out and invite someone into your
community of faith.

E. Staythe course - Sometimes you need to just keep being
there. Keep persevering; stay consistent in your friendship.
Love people unconditionally.

The Bridge lllustration

Romans 6:23 says “For the wages of sin is death but the gift
of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”

Wages are something that we earn and deserve. The Bible
says that we deserve death because of our sin. But God does
not give us what we deserve. Instead he gives us a gift. That
gift is eternal life through our faith in Jesus Christ.

)

7/ 7/
/' WAGLES
‘y STN/
/ DEATH
/7 7/

SIN | LFFE

This illustration shows that it is sin that separates us from
God. (Isaiah 59:2) Jesus is the bridge between us and God.
Jesus destroyed the power of sin over us when he died on
the cross in our place. Jesus is the one who took care of the
sin problem and he is the only way to God.

This illustration is beautiful in its simplicity.
It is equally clear to an adult or a child.




